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Farrer By-Election
May 2026

One Nation’s David Farley has won the 9 May Farrer by-election, defeating Coalition party
candidates and his closest rival Independent Michelle Milthorpe.

On the current count, the two-party preferred result is 57.42 percent to One Nation, compared
to Milthorpe's 42.58 percent, following a substantial swing away from the Liberal and National
parties in the traditionally Coalition-conservative electorate.

The by- election was triggered by the resignation of former Opposition Leader Sussan Ley in
February 2026, following a Liberal Party leadership spill held on 13 February in which Angus
Taylor emerged victorious.

Since its creation in 1949, the seat of Farrer has always been held by the Coalition. Sussan
Ley represented the seat for over two decades since 2001. Prior to Ms Ley, Farrer was
represented by former Nationals Leader Tim Fischer, who served as Deputy Prime Minister
during the Howard Government.

David Farley was a professional in the agribusiness private sector with international experience
in Australia, United States, Africa, and the former Soviet Union. During his time at Colly Cotton,
he met Mr Barnaby Joyce who worked as a Junior Accountant at the time.

The result was One Nation’s first win in the House of Representatives under its own banner,
with Hanson'’s former seat of Oxley won as a Liberal and Joyce defecting from the Nationals
after the 2025 election.

Water policy and the local hospital were key voter concerns during the Farrer by-election.
Voters' concerns also covered healthcare, poor workforce availability, and lack of economic
opportunities.

Twelve candidates contested the by-election including Independents and Coalition members.
The Labor Party did not run a candidate for the election.
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Political Implications

The result will raise concerns within Labor and Coalition about rise of populist and minor party
movements across regional and outer suburban Australia. One Nation views the Farrer by-
election outcome as springboard to target more Coalition and Labor seats. Barnaby Joyce
stated, "Western Sydney, here we come", noting Labor Cabinet Ministers Chris Bowen and
Tony Burke represent Western Sydney seats. The outcome will increase focus on cost-of-living
pressures, energy affordability, migration, and housing issues ahead of the next federal
election.

The by-election result represents increasing political volatility in Australia. The business
community faces a more politically reactive environment as both the Government and
Opposition seek to strengthen support in regional and outer suburban areas through targeted
policy and funding measures.

Appendix: Primary Votes

Candidate Party Votes Primary % Swing %
David Farley One Nation 38,909 39.46 +32.86
Michelle Milthorpe | Independent | 27,983 28.38 +8.42
Raissa Butkowski | Liberal Party | 12,210 12.38 -31.03
Brad Robertson The Nationals | 9,593 9.73 +9.73
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