
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Northern Territory 2021/22 Budget was handed down by Chief Minister, Treasurer, Minister 
for Major Projects and Territory Economic Reconstruction and Minister for Strategic Defence 
Relations, Michael Gunner on 4 May 2021. The previous Budget was delivered late in November 
following the re-election of the Gunner Labor Government in August 2020.  

In delivering the Budget, Michael Gunner said the budget forecasts are "stronger than previously 
predicted" and that "this Budget shows that the comeback is stronger than we expected." 

"This Budget does not make savage cuts. This Budget strikes the right balance, with spending that 
is smart – investing in jobs and opportunities for growth – and savings that are sensible – 
proportionate to the times we are in, making a difference over the long term, and not stopping our 
recovery in its tracks." - Chief Minister, Michael Gunner 

 

Overview 

The Budget is focused on the public health response to protect Territorians from COVID-19 and 
will include a $3.5 million investment to maintain the Howard Springs quarantine facility and 
border control infrastructure across the Territory.  

A further $120 million will be invested in the Local Jobs Fund to support the growth and 
development of small and emerging businesses.  

The NT deficit is projected to reach $497 million for the general government net operating balance 
and $1.36 billion for the non-financial public sector fiscal balance in the 2021/22 financial year. 
This is a marked $934 million improvement from the projections in the 2020/21 Budget. This 
improvement can be attributed to an additional $738 million in GST as a result of increased 
spending across the country. 
 
Net debt for the non-financial public sector is forecasted to increase to $9 billion in 2021/22 
putting the net debt-to-revenue ratio at 122 per cent this financial year. Revenue is projected to 
decline on average by 2.3 per cent per annum due to a reduction in grants associated with COVID-
19-related funding received from the Commonwealth. Additionally, expenditure is expected to 
decline by 3 per cent in 2021/22 due to the cessation of the Territory's COVID-19 stimulus 
measures. Total expenses are projected to decline by a further 5.6 per cent in 2022/23. 

NT Treasury expects unemployment will fall to 5.4 per cent. Budget forecasts have been made 
with the expectation that employment will benefit from the lifting of international border  
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restrictions which will support the tourism sector and construction employment following 
investment in private and public sectors. 

The economy is estimated to grow by 4.7 per cent. 
 
 
Infrastructure  

• $2 million in 2021/22 and $3.7 million ongoing from 2022/23 to establish Infrastructure NT 
and the Infrastructure Commissioner. These will undertake strategic planning for future 
industry and population growth, boost capacity to design and deliver new land releases, 
provide additional resources for the Territory Strategic Water Plan and to target 
international migrant programs 

• $1 million per annum from 2021/22 to establish an Investment Commissioner and a Major 
Projects Commissioner. These will facilitate relationships between industry and 
government, and actively pursue investment and business reforms needed to achieve 
Government’s target of a $40 billion economy by 2030 

• $297.2 million to improve freight efficiency, connectivity and access to remote and local 
communities along the Buntine Highway, Carpentaria Highway, Central Arnhem Road and 
various roads within Kakadu National Park  

• $255.1 million for road safety upgrades on Territory highways and arterial roads through 
the Road Safety Program. This includes widening the Carpentaria and Stuart highways, 
resurfacing arterial roads in urban areas, and constructing a new overpass at the Tiger 
Brennan Drive and Berrimah Road intersection  

• $83.9 million for other transport-related infrastructure, including $20 million for the Frances 
Bay Mooring Basin 

• $16.2 million for industrial land in Alice Springs, with land investigations for future potential 
releases in Arumbera and Brewer Estate  

• $16.1 million to develop more land for industrial use in the central Australia 

• $13.2 million to continue headworks as part of the Berrimah North Area Plan  

• $10.1 million for flood mitigation and headworks to support release of flood-free land in 
Katherine East to provide a variety of lot types and sizes to accommodate a mix of 
dwellings 

• $10 million over five years, including $1 million in 2021/22, to progress new advanced 
manufacturing opportunities  

• $8.3 million for another stage of Kilgariff Estate 

• $4 million to extend Roadhouse to Recovery Grants to spark a "renovation boom" and 
support drive-tourism across the Territory 

• $3.7 million, including $1.5 million in 2021/22, to accelerate works for the Manton Dam and 
Adelaide River off-stream water storage projects 

 



 

 

 

• $2.5 million for new works to seal and line mark the aerodrome at Ali Curung, which will 
develop local industry and improve access to health and other essential services. A further 
$9.2 million is allocated to continue upgrading regional aerodromes to meet industry 
standards and improve usability 

 

COVID-19 assistance 

• $20 million in additional funding for this financial year to maintain the public health 
response, in hospitals, testing clinics, and in quarantine facilities  

• $5 million to fund the immediate logistical costs of delivering the vaccine and $15 million in 
interim funding for the public health response in the next financial year 

• $3.5 million in 2021/22 to maintain the Howard Springs quarantine facility and border 
control infrastructure across the Territory 

 

Health 

The 2021/22 Budget invests $137.4 million in upgrading health infrastructure, including:  

• $49.9 million for Royal Darwin Hospital  

• $43 million for Alice Springs Hospital  

• $17.3 million for sterilisation services across Territory hospitals 

• $11.7 million for Gove District Hospital  

• $0.9 million for health centres in Adelaide River, Angurugu, Bonya, Epenarra, Gunbalanya, 
Papunya and Ti Tree 

 

Energy, resources and emissions reduction  

• $8.8 million to continue undertaking a Strategic Regional and Environmental Baseline 
Assessment of the Beetaloo Basin to better understand and assess the regional effects of 
onshore gas development  

• $8.6 million over four years, with $6 million in 2021/22 to transition remote communities to 
renewable power, including installing solar photovoltaic and better energy and storage 
systems under the Renewable Remote Power Program  

• $6.5 million in 2021/22 and $9.5 million ongoing from 1 July 2022 to develop the mineral 
and petroleum potential of the Territory by providing pre-competitive geoscience, 
investment attraction and exploration stimulus programs designed to increase exploration 
activity and success rates  

• $5.2 million to support the efficient and effective administration of mining activities and 
conduct petroleum operations and pipeline site-specific inspections of approved activities, 
including monitoring and compliance  



 

 

 

• $2.8 million to continue the Home and Business Battery Scheme, providing Territory 
homeowners, businesses and not-for-profit organisations grants to buy and install batteries 
and inverters  

• $2.5 million for the Office of Climate Change to address climate risk and manage the 
Territory’s transition to a low-carbon economy  

• $1.2 million, including $0.8 million in 2021/22, to undertake a study into developing high 
voltage direct current transmission links between Darwin and Alice Springs and 
opportunities this would present for growing the renewable energy sector 

• $0.3 million to support the Mineral Development Taskforce. The taskforce will identify new 
opportunities, recommend options to increase private sector investment and accelerate the 
conversion of prospective to operational mines 

 

Economy 

• $60 million in 2021/22 and $60 million in 2022/23 to expand the Local Jobs Fund package 
to provide concessional loans and equity finance to deliver financing options to small and 
emerging businesses with long-term potential. These payments are recognised as financial 
assets in accordance with accounting standards and do not affect the fiscal balance 

 

Emergency, community and correctional services 

The 2021 Budget includes $488.4 million for police, fire and emergency services throughout the 
Territory, including an additional $23 million in 2021/22 comprising:  

• $64.4 million for new and upgraded youth justice centres in Alice Springs and Darwin 

• $15 million in 2020/21 and $10 million ongoing from 2021/22 to support correctional 
services  

• $6.2 million over three years from 2021/22 to continue the Biz Secure program from 1 July 
2021  

• $4.9 million in 2020/21 and $1.9 million ongoing from 2021/22, including $3 million in 
2020/21 for one-off legal expenses in courts and the Northern Territory Legal Aid 
Commission, and ongoing funding to support the operation of the Judicial Commission and 
victims of crime services 

• $2.5 million in 2021/22 and $3.5 million ongoing from 2022/23 to fund first response 
services to antisocial behaviour in Darwin, Palmerston and Alice Springs  

• $1.7 million in 2022/23 and $2 million ongoing from 2023/24 to fund the operations of a 
Barkly youth work camp  

• $1.3 million to increase CCTV monitoring staff 

• $1 million in 2020/21 and 2021/22, $1.1 million in 2022/23 and $3.2 million ongoing from 
2023/24 to support youth services in Alice Springs and Tennant Creek 



 

 

 

• $0.7 million for Northern Territory Emergency Services 

 

Housing 

• $600 million committed to build and refurbish remote Aboriginal housing in the next 
financial year 

• $369 million in Territory and Commonwealth Government funding to build new homes in 
remote communities and improve livability of existing houses to ease the pressure of 
overcrowding, build more government employee accommodation, and land servicing and 
headworks for new housing lots 

• $26.1 million to complete John Stokes Square in Nightcliff, improving the quality of 
housing, amenities and liveability in the community 

 

Skills and training 

The 2021 Budget supports Territorians to acquire new skills, access new opportunities and help 
prepare for the jobs of the future by providing:  

• $43.4 million in training for apprentices and trainees  

• $30.5 million for skills training through registered training organisations  

• $8.5 million for Aboriginal jobs development for regional councils  

• $3.5 million in Aboriginal workforce and business development programs  

• $2 million for Future Skills vouchers for Territorians to engage in training to future-proof 
their skills  

• $1.7 million to train Aboriginal mentors and rangers to enable Aboriginal communities to 
access economic opportunities from fishing  

• $1.6 million to continue developing a Regional Workforce Strategy to identify practical 
measures to increase Aboriginal employment 

 

Environment 

• $5.6 million ongoing from 2021/22 to manage parks and reserves and $12 million over four 
years from 2021/22 to 2024/25 to support the continuation of the Aboriginal ranger grants 
program 

• $40 million to upgrade transport infrastructure in our national parks and open up new 
attractions such as the walking tracks at Watarrka National Park, new cycling track, 
swimming and picnic areas at West MacDonnell National Park, and 4WD tracks at Litchfield 
National Park 

 



 

 

 

Tourism and hospitality 

• $38.4 million to continue works to transform Darwin’s CBD into a contemporary centre to 
attract more tourists and local visitors 

• $23.8 million for events and festivals to draw visitors to the Territory and enhance the 
Territory lifestyle 

• $12 million to extend the Visitor Experience Enhancement Program 

• $5.9 million per annum in additional funding to support the recovery and development of 
the tourism and hospitality sectors through focused and effective marketing, and business 
and industry support programs  

• $5 million in 2021/22 for a further Territory tourism voucher campaign to encourage 
Territorians to holiday at home over the low season  

• $5 million in 2021/22 to implement an incentive scheme to boost interstate tourism over 
the low season  

• $1 million in 2021/22 and then $2 million ongoing for the Business Event Support Fund  

 

Arts and television 

• $66.2 million to progress the National Aboriginal Art Gallery and National Indigenous 
Cultural Centre in Alice Springs 

• $20 million for new art galleries, display areas and studio upgrades as part of the Arts Trail 
Gallery Extension Program across Katherine, Tennant Creek and Arnhem Land 

• $7.3 million, including additional funding of $2.2 million, to continue the Arts and Culture 
Grants Program  

• $3.1 million to support growth of the Territory screen industry  

• $0.6 million to fund First Nations capability-building arts and cultural camps 

 

 

 


